Introduction

25
The production and consumption of wild game birds has become a major industry 26 in the UK. Since the beginning of the 21 st century, the wild game sector has
27
evolved from what has been viewed, historically, as a minority sport to a food 28 production industry in its own right (ADAS, 2005) . Promotion by celebrity chefs,
29
better marketing and increasing use of farmers' markets, independent butchers 30 and mail order supplies have meant that more people can now access, and are 31 buying and eating, wild game than ever before. Concurrently, the low-fat, healthy-
32
eating properties of game-bird meat and its free-range, 'natural' reputation have 33 made it popular with today's consumers both at home and when eating out.
34
Wild game birds, like other livestock species, are known to carry pathogens that modifications to hygiene regulations might be required to control the risks to 81 public health from the production and consumption of uneviscerated birds.
82
In this paper we discuss a qualitative risk assessment for the microbiological risks 
Risk assessment scope and approach
95
The assessment considered zoonotic microbiological hazards present in 9 different but adapt as necessary when our framework differs.
182
The number of birds consumed was based upon the number of birds shot or 183 slaughtered ( S. Typhimurium DT2 and DT99 (Rabsch, et al., 2002 ).
198
It is also possible that people regularly involved in game bird production or wild birds, especially with regard to species-specific serotypes.
403
The results of this risk assessment suggest that, while large outbreaks of zoonotic 
